
The difference between the estimated bill and your
actual usage is automatically adjusted on your bill
following the next actual meter reading.

We make every effort to read your meter every month.
We are required to read your meter at least once every
year. Failure to grant the company access to acquire
an actual reading  can result in a disconnection.

How to Read Your Water Meter 
Generally, water meter boxes should not be opened, 
as they are sometimes difficult to re-seal properly.
However, if you wish to read your meter, there are
two types.

The odometer-type meter readings show the cubic
feet used with a series of numbers in a small
window. You can calculate the difference between
readings to determine the number of cubic feet
used. Your bill shows usage in terms of hundred
cubic feet, hundred or thousand gallons. 

This illustration depicts an odometer–type meter
with a reading of 25,697 cubic feet.

To read a meter with a series of dials, start your
reading at the dial marked 1,000,000 and go
clockwise around the dial.

Water Lines—Our Responsibilities and Yours 
Water reaches your home through a vast underground
distribution system of water mains and service lines.
Missouri American Water is responsible for the water
distribution main in or near the street, the service line
from the main to your water meter and the water
meter and meter box. You own, and are responsible
for, the exterior service line that is between the meter
and your house and your interior plumbing. 

The diagram at right is a simplified illustration of these
system components. 

Your Water Meter
Your water meter is installed and owned by Missouri
American Water. Most homes have outdoor meters. We
ask customers to protect these meters from damage or
tampering and to keep them free from obstructions so
that our employees can read, replace or repair them.
Keeping the meter box lid in place will prevent freezing.

Reading Meters for Accurate Bills
Missouri American Water makes every effort to obtain
an actual meter reading as the most accurate way to
calculate your bill. However, there are times when we
have to estimate usage. For example, adverse weather
may prevent meter readings. 

When it is necessary to estimate usage, Missouri
American Water will bill you for the usage at your
home during the same period in the most recent year
for which actual readings are available. If no prior
usage information is available, we will base our
estimate upon the average usage of similar customers.

24/7 Customer Service
Our Customer Service Center is ready to help you with any questions
you may have about your water service. Representatives are available
24 hours a day at 1-866-430-0820. 

We are dedicated to handling every customer inquiry with attention
and care. Our goal is to resolve your issue quickly and effectively.

Missouri American Water operates under regulations established by
the Missouri Public Service Commission. If you feel we have not
responded to your issue in a satisfactory manner, you have the right
to request that the Missouri Public Service Commission (PSC) review
the unresolved issue. You may contact the PSC at: 

Missouri Public Service Commission
Governor Office Building

200 Madison St., PO Box 360
Jefferson City, MO  65102-0360

1-800-392-4211
www.psc.mo.gov

A summary of the guidelines for filing an informal or formal
complaint is in this brochure. More information is available on the
PSC website or by calling their toll-free number.

The PSC also establishes regulations that govern Missouri American
Water’s billing practices and service performance. This booklet is
provided to you in compliance with those rules. A complete copy of
the regulations is available at our offices or at www.psc.mo.gov.

The Office of Public Counsel (OPC) provides an additional resource
for Missouri utility customers. The OPC represents the interests of the
public and utility customers in proceedings before the Missouri
Public Service Commission (PSC) and in appeals in the courts. You
may contact the OPC at:

Office of Public Counsel
Governor Office Building

200 Madison Street, Suite 650,   PO Box 2230
Jefferson City, MO  65102-2230

1-866-922-2959
www.mo-opc.org

From time-to-time, Missouri American Water’s policies may change,
so please visit our website at www.missouriamwater.com for the
latest information.
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Dear Customer,

Welcome to Missouri American Water. As your water supplier,
we recognize the trust you place in us to provide high quality,
reliable water service. It’s an important responsibility that we
are uniquely qualified to handle, as the water supplier to
approximately 1.5 million Missourians across the state. 

Every day, Missouri American Water teams across the state
deliver more than 230 million gallons of high-quality water to
homes, businesses, industries and fire hydrants in the 142
communities we serve. From customer service representatives
and meter readers to plant operators and engineers, our teams
are dedicated to customer service.

This rights and responsibilities guide will answer questions you
may have about our company and the services we offer. We hope
you will review its contents and keep it for future reference.

If you have questions about Missouri American Water, please
call our Customer Service Center at 1-866-430-0820. Our
customer service representatives are available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week (24/7) to serve you.

Sincerely,
Terry Gloriod,
President, Missouri American Water

Quality Water Service
Across Missouri, we treat water from rivers and wells to levels that
meet or surpass state and federal drinking water standards. We
monitor water quality by conducting thousands of water quality
tests each year.

Every year we send our customers a copy of our Water Quality
Report – a comprehensive description of the quality of your drinking
water. These reports are also available on the Missouri American
Water website at www.missouriamwater.com.

StreetGround (Dirt Level)

Arrow Valves

Missouri American Water-owned water mains are 
located in street right-of-way or easements.
Note: in some cases, the water main will be on 
opposite side of street.

Street 
Curb

Building Wall

Basement

First Floor

Pressure-reducing valve
(some locations)

Stop and waste valve

Water Service Line
Note: Service lines may enter 
through floor if there is no basement

Water Service Line
Note: in some cases, 
service line will 
extend under street 
to reach water main.

Meter box lid

Meter box
For outside meters

Note: All area inside 
meter box to be open air 
space (except piping) 
free from freezing. 

Meter Yoke with 
Angle Valve

Water Meter

Company and Customer-owned Water Service Components

Corporation Cock

Company owned

Customer owned
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This illustration depicts a dial-type meter with a
reading of 25,697 cubic feet.

Service Arrangements
We do our best to make it easy for you to do business
with Missouri American Water, whether you’re
checking your bill, moving to a new home or stopping
water service. You can reach us 24/7 at our toll-free
number -- 1-866-430-0820.

Checking Your Account
With a touch-tone phone and your account number (at
the top right corner of your water bill), you can use our
Customer Service Center automated service to access
your account 24 hours a day. From the phone menu,
you can check your account balance, usage, last
payment date and the due date for your next payment.
A customer service representative will also be glad to
help you. 

Starting and Stopping Water Service
To begin service, call us at 1-866-430-0820 at least
three days before you want to turn the water on. For
properties receiving water for the first time, we will
send a service employee to install a water meter and
turn on the water. An adult must be present to prevent
any damage from water faucets or devices accidentally
left open.

For properties with previous service, an employee will
obtain an actual meter reading for billing to begin.
This ensures that you are only paying for water that
you have used. 

Please notify us at least five working days before you
want your water service terminated.

Paying Your Bill 
Missouri American Water offers several ways to pay
your water bill.

Pay by Mail -- Simply return your payment in the
envelope provided, along with the top portion of your
water bill.

Pay Automatically -- Sign up for automatic payment
and your bill will be paid on time, every time, directly
from your bank account on the day it is due. You 
may enroll in automatic payment online at
www.missouriamwater.com or by calling our 
Customer Service Center at 1-866-430-0820.

Pay by Phone – If you do not have questions about
your bill, you can call our toll-free, pay-by-phone line at
1-866-271-5522. There is a fee for this service. Be sure
to have your account number handy. It is located on
the upper right-hand corner of your bill.

Pay in Person – You can pay your bill at several
locations listed at www.missouriamwater.com.

Avoiding a Late Payment Charge or
Disconnection of Service
Water bill payments are due 10 days after the billing
date. The due date is printed on the front of the bill. If
we do not receive payment within 21 days after the
billing date, the account is considered delinquent. If
the bill is not paid, water service can be discontinued.

Before we disconnect service, we provide a written
notice stating the reason. If service is to be
discontinued for nonpayment, we will mail a notice 
at least ten days ahead of time.

If You Have a Question or Complaint
Missouri American Water customer service
representatives are available 24/7 and dedicated to
handling every customer inquiry with attention and
care. Our goal is to answer your question or resolve
your issue quickly and effectively. We encourage
customers to call us as soon as an issue arises.

If you have a question about your bill that we cannot
resolve to your satisfaction, you may pay the bill in 
full and Missouri American Water will credit any
overpayment if the matter is resolved in your favor. 
If you do not pay the bill in full, Missouri American
Water and the Missouri Public Service Commission
(PSC) have complaint procedures in place which are
available to customers to resolve disputes and avoid
service discontinuance. 
• Customers must register a complaint by phone or in

writing at least 24 hours before the date stated in
the notice of discontinuance.

If you receive a notice, please take immediate action
to avoid service discontinuance. Call our 24/7
Customer Service Center at 1-866-430-0820 to discuss
the steps that you can take.

When service is discontinued, our service worker will
knock on the door first, when possible and practical.
He or she will leave a notice explaining how service
can be restored.

We will restore service when the bill has been paid or
the conditions which caused the service discontinuance
have been corrected. There is a reconnection fee. The
fee is higher during non-business hours. An adult must
be present when our crews reconnect water service. 

If you will be absent from your home or business for a
period of time, you may avoid discontinuance of service
by forwarding your mail to an address where your bill
will reach you or by signing up for automatic payment.

Payment Assistance
Sometimes customers face circumstances that stretch
their financial resources. If you cannot pay your bill by
the due date, please contact our 24/7 Customer
Service Center immediately at 1-866-430-0820. When
you call, our customer service representatives will work
with you on a plan to pay the balance of the bill over
time. The terms of the plan must be observed to
maintain your water service.

You may also be eligible for assistance through our H20
Help Program, a customer assistance partnership with
local Community Action Agencies that is supported
solely by Missouri American Water and voluntary
contributions from our customers. It is important to
take action before service is shut off.

Information about payment arrangements and the H20
Help Program is available on the Missouri American
Water website at www.missouriamwater.com.

Understanding Your Bill
This sample bill describes most of the charges
that appear on customers’ bills. Your actual bill
may be different from this example, because bill
components vary by community.

1. Customer Charge – Your water service charge
is based on your water meter size. This charge
applies each billing period, even when there
is no water usage.

2. Usage Charge – This is your cost for water
usage—the unit cost per hundred or thousand
gallons or per hundred cubic feet, multiplied by
the amount of water used.

3. Wastewater Charge – This charge appears on
customer bills in communities where Missouri
American Water provides wastewater service
OR collects wastewater payments for a city or
sewer authority. These charges may be fixed,
and/or based on water usage.

4. Garbage Collection – Some communities have
contracted with Missouri American Water to
bill and collect local trash disposal fees.

5. H20 Primacy – A fee collected monthly by
Missouri American Water and paid to the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
to fund the agency’s water testing and
compliance activities.

6. H20 Donation – The H20 Program is a voluntary
customer donation to help customers in need
to pay for their water service.

7. Gross Receipts Tax – Some customers pay a
sales or gross receipts tax, levied by the city
in which they live.

PO BOX 578
ALTON, IL 62002-0578

Customer Account InformationFor Service To: John & Jane Doe
1234 Any StreetAccount Number: 00-0000000-0Premise Number: 00-0000000

Billing Period & Meter InformationBilling Date: May 12, 2009Billing Period: Apr 7 to May 7 (30 days)Next reading on/about: Jun 4, 2009Rate Type: Residential

Meter readings in current billing period:Meter Number 000000000 is a 5/8-inch meter.Present-actual
XXXLast-actual
XXX

100 CF used
61 cu.ft equals 7.50 gallonsGallons used

4500

Billing Summary

---- Prior Balance ---------------------------Balance from last bill
$XX.XXPayment as of May 7, 2009. Thanks! -XX.XXTotal prior balance, May 7, 2009 $0.00

---- Current Water Charges ----------Customer Charge 
XX.XXUsage Charge ($X.XX x 6.00) XX.XXTotal water charges
XX.XX

---- Current Wastewater Charges ---Customer Charge
X.XXUsage Charge ($.XX x X)
X.XXTotal wastewater charges
X.XX

---- Other Current Charges ----------Garbage Collection 
.XXH2O Primacy
.XXH2O Donation

X.XX
---- Taxes ----------------------------------------Gross Receipts Tax 

X.XX
---- Total Current Charges --------------- XX.XX
---- TOTAL AMOUNT DUE ------------- $XX.XX

01234567890000000009876543210

Missouri American WaterPO Box 94551
Palantine, IL  60094-4551

Please return this portion with checkPayable to the address below

ACCOUNT NUMBER 00-0000000-0
AMOUNT DUE
DUE DATE

Amount Paid

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)

SAMPLE BILL
John & Jane Doe
1234 Any Street
Any Where, MO 60000-0000

For Service To: 1234 Any Street

Messages from Missouri American Water

Customers may use their credit card, debit card, or pay by electronic check only by calling toll-free: 1-866-430-0820.
You may pay your bill automatically by signing up online at www.missouriamerican.com or by calling our Customer Service Center at 

1-866-430-0820. Please have your bank account number available when calling.IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR BILL OR YOUR WATER SERVICE, please contact our Customer Service Center. Representatives are

available 24/7 at 1-866-430-0820.

• Within four days after registering the complaint, 
the customer must pay the part of the bill not in
dispute. If the company and the customer cannot
agree on the undisputed amount, at the company’s
discretion, it may be set at 50 percent of the
disputed bill or the amount of the customer’s bill
during the same time a year ago.

• Missouri American Water will thoroughly
investigate the complaint and attempt to resolve
the problem. If, at the conclusion, the customer is
still dissatisfied, we will mail a written notice
explaining the PSC’s informal complaint process.
Informal complaints must be made to the PSC
within five days after the date of the notice to
avoid service discontinuance. Informal complaints
can be made by phone (800-392-4211) or through
the PSC’s web site at www.psc.mo.gov.

• The PSC staff will investigate the informal
complaint and issue findings. Missouri American
Water or the customer may elect to file a formal
complaint following the issuance of the finding.

• A formal customer complaint must be filed within
30 days of the PSC findings to avoid disconnection.
Formal complaints must follow specific rules set
out in the PSC’s Rules of Practice and Procedures,
which is available on the PSC web site at
www.psc.mo.gov.

Pr
in

te
d

 o
n 

re
cy

cl
ed

 p
ap

er
. 

Ea
ch

 t
o

n 
of

 
re

cy
cl

ed
 p

ap
er

 s
av

es
 7

,0
00

 g
al

lo
ns

 o
f 

w
at

er
.

Customer Service: 1-866-430-0820 (24 Hours)Visit us on the internet: www.missouriamwater.com
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